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TO THE TRAINEE 

This Learner Guide is one in a series of guides that have been prepared to help you 
achieve competence in the Certificate I in Construction. Your answers to the questions 
contained in this guide will be assessed as an important part of your course work so 
please keep it in good condition.  

If you already have experience, knowledge or skills that relate to the content of this 
Learner Guide it is your responsibility to draw this to the attention of your trainer. If you 
are able to provide evidence of your experience, knowledge or skills you may be given 
recognition for your current competence. 

TERMINOLOGY 

These Learner Guides and their accompanying documents are designed for use by 
school students, trainees, apprentices undertaking the Certificate I in Construction in a 
learning environment such as a school, public or private training organisation. 

The terms trainer and trainee, which are used throughout the guides, can also mean: 

Trainer:  teacher, supervisor, lecturer, facilitator, Registered Training Organisation (RTO). 
Trainee:  student, apprentice, new apprentice, learner, participant. 
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INTRODUCTION 
As you progress in the construction industry the tasks you will be required to perform 
will become increasingly more complex. Instead of performing a task based on simple 
verbal or written information you will be required to follow construction plans and 
specifications. To successfully complete these more complex tasks it is essential that you 
can read and interpret the plan/drawing details and specifications correctly. 

A construction project starts with an idea; it is the 
plans and specifications, which enable this idea to 
be transformed into an actual completed project. 
The plans and specifications provide the 
instructions for different trades to follow in order 
to complete the project. 

In order to read and interpret plans and 
specifications accurately you require both sound 
knowledge of the types of drawings and the 
symbols used in them and you will need 
experience in interpreting them. 

AIM 
The aim of this unit is to provide the trainee with the ability to: 

 identify common types of construction plans and 
drawings 

 describe the function of these plans and drawings 

 interpret commonly used symbols and 
abbreviations  

 interpret the key features and specifications of a 
site plan 

 comprehend written job specifications 

 recognise document status and amendment detail. 
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TOPIC 1: TYPES OF DRAWINGS AND THEIR 
FUNCTION 

PLANS AND DRAWINGS 
Plans and drawings are the documents that allow all parties involved in a construction 
project to have a clear idea of what is to be built, how it is to be constructed, and what 
materials are required. 

Plans and drawings are required by: 

 owners and financiers so they know that what they 
are paying for is what they are getting 

 local authorities in order to approve the 
construction and to ensure that local government 
and building requirements are not being breached 

 engineers, (mechanical, electrical and structural) so 
that calculations can be completed 

 cost estimators to provide information for accurate 
costings to be calculated 

 project officers so that progress can be monitored 
and controlled 

 builders, trades people and sub-contractors to 
assist in suppling quotations and to carry out the 
construction work. 

A complete set of plans or working drawings can 
number many sheets, sometimes well in excess of 
20, depending on the complexity of the structure 
to be built. 

The final set of plans is often the basis for a 
contract between the client and the builder as it is 
the most complete and detailed information 
about what is to be built. 

TYPE OF PLANS AND DRAWINGS 

There are two main types of drawings used in the construction industry. These are: 

 pictorial drawings – mainly used by architects and 
designers to determine the visual aspects of the 
project 

 working drawings – these are the instructions for 
completing the project. Working drawings include a 
range of different types of plans. 
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This section will focus on working drawings as 
these are more relevant to the worker in the 
construction industry. 

All of the house plans and drawings used in this 
Learner Guide (excluding those in the appendices) 
are of the Nova Contemporary – a Rivergum 
Homes single storey house design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMON FEATURES FOUND ON A DRAWING 

Most drawings have a range of features that are 
common. These include: 

 name of the person, firm, organisation or 
department who owns the drawings 

 the titles of the drawings 

 the drawing number and how it relates to other 
sheets of drawings in the same set (usually found in 
the corner of the title block) 

 signatures, names, initials and dates in order to 
keep track of those responsible for producing, 
checking and approving the drawings 

 a title block, usually in the lower right-hand corner 
of the sheet 

 details of the projection method used 

 the dimensioning unit used 

 scale or scales. 
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WORKING DRAWINGS 

Working drawings provide specific details such as: 

 the location and size of the spaces in a building 

 the materials to be used 

 the location of the building on the site 

 special fittings, fixtures and features 

 the layout of services such as power and gas 

They include: 

 location plans 

 site plans 

 floor plans 

 elevations 

 section views 

 detail views. 

Most plans have a standard layout and include all 
of the above drawings. 

LOCATION PLAN 

A location plan details the exact location of the 
block of land on which the building is to be 
constructed. It is usually drawn to a scale of 
1:5000, has street names, block numbers, a North 
pointer and some major buildings if they relate to 
the construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Certificate I in Construction 
CPCCCM2001A Read and Interpret Plans and Specifications 

 

Copyright CITB © 5 

 



Certificate I in Construction 
CPCCCM2001A Read and Interpret Plans and Specifications 

 

6 Copyright CITB © 

 

SITE OR BLOCK PLAN 

A site or block plan is necessary to ensure the 
building is placed correctly on the building site. 
Such a plan is usually drawn to a scale of either 
1:200 or 1:500. Information usually found on a 
site plan includes: 

 dimensions of the building site 

 distance the building is set back from the street 
alignment 

 distance the building is set in from the boundary 
side 

 name of the street/ road 

 lot number 

 reduced level of the finished floor 

 direction of North 

 contour lines showing the established contour 
height on the site 

 access to the site e.g. position and size of driveways 
and paths 

 position of any other buildings on the site 

 location of any easements that might exist 

 scale of the drawing 

 reference datum or benchmark – a Site Datum or 
Temporary Bench Mark (TBM) is the position from 
which the new building levels are compared. It is a 
clearly identified marker  

 identification of available services – such as power, 
gas, water, sewerage, telephone, stormwater 
provisions etc. 
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When using a site plan it is essential that you 
correctly orient it. This means that you have to 
know where north is. You can use a compass 
application on your phone, the sun, or known 
landmarks to locate north. Once north is known 
you can rotate the site plan to orientate it the 
correct way. 

Site/ block plans may also contain details for any 
ancillary works that are to be completed as part of 
the construction project. Ancillary works include 
rain water tanks, kerbing, paving, driveways, 
footpaths and landscaping. 

FLOOR PLAN 

A floor plan is the horizontal section through a 
building, and is viewed from the top. This view 
usually provides more information than any other 
drawing in a set of plans. It outlines the shape of 
the building and shows how the area is subdivided 
into areas with different functions. 
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Information you would expect to find in a floor 
plan includes: 

 the overall dimensions of the building (external 
dimensions) 

 the dimensions of the spaces within the building 
(internal dimensions) 

 external and internal wall thicknesses 

 the position and size of doors and windows 

 the position and size of joinery e.g. cupboards and 
built-in robes 

 the position of the bath, shower, sink, laundry 
trough, toilet, stove, hotplates 

 the function for each room 

 the type of flooring in each room 

 section lines 

 scale of drawing 

 title, details first or second floor. 

When a set of plans are created there are often 
several different versions of it. Each one shows 
the information that is specific to each trade. For 
example floor plans might be created for the 
electrician to show lighting and power layouts. 
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ELEVATIONS 

Elevations show views from the front, sides and 
rear. Although the floor plan view provides a great 
deal of very important information, elevation 
views are necessary as they provide a picture of 
the vertical dimensions of a structure, including its 
size, detail and the positioning of features such as 
windows, floor level etc. 

An elevation is the view you see when you stand 
directly in front of a building. It shows: 

 roof shape and type 

 ground, floor and ceiling levels 

 overhang of eaves 

 verge length and width 

 position, size and type of external doors and 
windows 

 type and finish of external walls 

 roofing materials 

 the shape and degree of pitch of the roof 

 the position and height of chimneys and flues 

 the position of stormwater downpipes  

 finished floor level to main floor 

 types and sizes of piers (where necessary) 

 position of meter box. 
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SECTIONS 

Section views provide details of a particular part 
of a building or structure, like a slice (or cross-
section) taken through the object. The position of 
the section, and the direction from which it is 
viewed, is shown on the drawing by sectional 
lines. The section is taken through the footings, 
floor, walls, ceiling and roof. It shows details of all 
of these parts. 

In a set of plans section views are typically located 
under the side elevations, between the plan and 
the site plan. A section could include the following 
information and detail: 

 the shape and dimensions of the footings 

 details of the wall construction 

 the sub-floor construction (where applicable), such 
as piers or stumps, the type of floors cut by the 
sectioning plane and the nature of the fill under 
concrete floors 

 an internal sectioned view as viewed from the 
direction shown by the section line 

 the roof construction including components, size 
details, codes and symbols for materials, the pitch 
of the roof 

 details of split level rooms or floors. 

Section views are generally required by local 
authorities to ensure that the building has been 
designed to code. 
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DETAIL DRAWINGS 

The detailed nature of structures in the building 
and construction industry means that it is not 
always possible, using drawings to a scale of 1:100 
or 1:50, to provide the information required by 
the builder or tradesperson. The architect or 
drafter therefore produces more detailed 
drawings to a larger scale. Scales that can be used 
are 1:20, 1:10 or 1:5. Just occasionally, drawings 
are made half size or full size - that is 1:2 or 1:1. 

Some details that can be drawn up in this way are: 

 footing construction 

 roof detail 

 eaves construction 

 window sill construction 

 door and window head construction 

 flashing details 

 wall construction 

 joinery details 

 cupboard and vanity construction 

 tiling details. 
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COMPANY QUALITY REQUIREMENTS 

It is essential that construction projects adhere to 
the quality standards that are prescribed. This is 
for many reasons such as to ensure that: 

 workers are safe whilst work is being carried out 

 the finished building is structurally sound and safe 

 the building is fit for purpose 

 the industry conducts itself in a professional 
manner 

 the reputation of specific companies and their 
workers is upheld.  

Quality standards can include: 

 Australian Standards 

 Building Codes 

 manufacturer’s specifications 

 organisational standards 

 quality accreditation e.g. ISO9000 

 clients who have specify particular standards. 

At a minimum each company must determine 
how they will put in place policies and procedures 
to ensure that all mandatory standards are 
complied with. In addition to this, professional 
companies will also put in place systems to ensure 
that the standards they wish to adhere to are 
met. 

Large construction companies will have a quality 
management system, often with personnel 
dedicated to managing it. A key part of this 
system is the quality manual which should be kept 
in the head office or site office.  

Even small companies must have methods to 
ensure that the work that they carry out meets 
the quality standards required. Whilst processes 
may not be documented, clear and consistent 
ways of completing tasks can help to ensure a 
quality outcome.  

Many of the standards that are specified for a 
particular project will be specified on the 
drawings, plans and specifications. For example 
sections often provide details to ensure the 
Australian Standards are met. In order to be able 
to accurately interpret a drawing or specification 
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you must be able to correctly identify and 
interpret the information relating to quality 
standards. 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS 

During the planning stage of any project you must 
consider the impact the project will have on the 
environment and take action to reduce that 
impact. Environmental Management Plans will 
address these issues. These plans describe how 
the site will be set up and managed in relation to: 

 the protection of buildings/ land/ trees of historical 
significance  

 avoiding/ minimising disturbance of places of 
cultural significance 

 the protection of endangered fauna and flora 

 the protection of delicate vegetation 

 management of deliveries 

 material storage 

 waste storage 

 storm water management 

 erosion and sediment management 

 waste removal 

 site clean up 

 site rehabilitation e.g. repair of footpaths. 

For many sites the environmental plan will be 
relatively simple but for construction that is 
planned in areas of natural or cultural significance 
the requirements will be much higher and 
therefore the planning must be more 
comprehensive. 

Examples of controls that can be documented in 
an environmental management plan include: 

 fencing off of sensitive areas/ tree protection zones 

 travel routes to ensure that native animal transport 
corridors are not crossed 

 erosion control fences 

 sediment traps/ sink pits 

 waste disposal bins 

 recycling bins 

 rehabilitation plans. 
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TOPIC 2: INTERPRETING PLANS 
As discussed earlier most plans and drawings have common features including: 

 a title panel 

 symbols 

 scales 

 abbreviations 

 legend. 

TITLE PANEL 

Title panels are usually found in the bottom right 
hand corner of the plan. They include: 

 name of the building owner 

 project name 

 address of the building 

 name of the person or drafting company that 
prepared the drawing 

 scale 

 drawing number 

 amendment details. 

When using a drawing, the title panel should be 
checked first to ensure that the latest version of 
the drawing is being used. The final working 
drawing should be stamped as ‘Final Master Plan’ 
and be signed off. 

If super ceded plans are used to carry out building 
work it is likely that the work will need to be 
corrected or completely re-done. This can result 
in: 

 loss of money – no additional payment will be made 
for the time and materials used in corrective work 

 loss of time 

 the contractor having to reschedule other jobs 

 other trades being delayed.Carpenter's Pencil 
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LEGEND 

A legend shows the symbols that are used in the 
drawing together with a description of what they 
each mean. Today the great majority of 
construction drawings are done using computer 
programs, the most common of these is AutoCAD. 
These programs contain a number of symbols for 
people to use and can automatically create a 
legend for the set of drawings once they are 
complete. 

As AutoCAD is the most commonly used program, 
many plans will use the same symbols; however 
you must always check the legend as if a different 
program has been used, the same symbol may 
have a different meaning. 

An example of an electrical legend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAWING STANDARDS 

It is necessary to understand the Standards used 
by the architect/ drafter before you can read a 
drawing. These include: 

 scales 

 dimensions 
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 symbols 

 conventions 

 views 

 hatching 

 abbreviations. 

SCALES 

In the building industry it is almost impossible to 
make full size drawings. Therefore, a building or 
structure is usually drawn to a scale that makes it 
easy to fit on a sheet of drawing paper. When an 
object, building or structure is drawn smaller than 
it actually is, this is called scaling down. For 
example 1:100 means that 1 unit (mm) represents 
100 units (mm). 

If a dimension is missing or unknown it may be 
necessary to ‘scale off’. This means measuring the 
drawing with a scale rule, using the stated scale 
and accepting the distance as reasonably 
accurate. It can only be reasonably accurate 
because: 

 the original drawing may not have been 100% 
accurate 

 the drawing may have been slightly enlarged or 
reduced 

 paper expands and contracts with varying weather 
conditions. 

Scales commonly used in the construction 
industry are: 

 floor plans  1:100 or 1:50 

 elevations 1:100 or 1:50 

 sections 1:100 or 1:50 

 location 1:5000 

 block/site plans 1:500 or 1:200 

 details 1:20, 1:10, 1:5, 1:2, 1:1. 

DIMENSIONS 

A dimension line on a drawing indicates the true 
length or size of a site, block, structure or 
component to be used. These lines on drawings 
are drawn to scale so that if a measurement is not 
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shown it can be scaled to find its true length. The 
lines are drawn parallel to the item that is to be 
measured. Lines that are perpendicular are the 
lines which indicate where the measurements are 
taken from, as shown below. 

Most construction drawing software packages 
allow you to select the way in which you depict 
your dimensions. The following are three options 
that are available. 
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SYMBOLS 

The Australian Architectural Standards detail the 
symbols that must be used in drawings. These 
symbols represent various features on drawings. 
They are not necessarily drawn to scale and can 
vary slightly from those shown. 

 

Item Symbol Item Symbol 

VANITY HAND 

BASIN 

 

SINK 

Single Bowl 

 
 

FAN 

 

SINK 

Double Bowl 

 
 

BATH 

 

SEMI-

RECESSED 

BASIN 
 

SHOWER 

 

LAUNDRY 

TROUGH 

 

HOTPLATES 

 

TOILET (WATER 

CLOSET) 
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ARCHITECTURAL CONVENTIONS 

Architects and drafters use a number of simplified 
representations of features found in buildings 
when they produce the plans builders need. These 
representations are called conventions. 

 

Feature Convention Feature Convention 

WINDOW 

Right Side Hinged 

 

SINGLE DOOR 

Left Swinging 90 

 

WINDOW 

Left side Hinged 

 

SINGLE DOOR 

Right Swinging 90 

 

WINDOW 

Top Hinged 

 

RAMP 

Arrow Up 

 

WINDOW 

Bottom Hinged 

 

ACCESS HATCH 

In Floor 

 

WINDOW 

Horizontal Sliding 

With Fixed Sash 

 

STAIRS 

Arrow Up 

 

WINDOW 

Side Pivots 

 

FLOOR SLOPE 

With Floor Drain 

 

OTHER OPENINGS 

All Other Openings Not 

Included Above 

 

ARCHWAYS 

 

 

 

Arch 

 

Arch Over 

 

ACCESS  

HATCH 

F 
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VIEWS 

As there may be many sheets of drawings to a set 
of plans and on these sheets there may be 
information in relation to window and door types, 
the following architectural conventions are 
recommended. 

 

Feature Symbol 

ELEVATION REFERENCE 

 

This symbol is a reference to a front elevation view of the 

building and is used on the floor plan. It is drawn with the 

arrow facing the side of the building that is being referred to. 

The number in the symbol corresponds to the elevation 

number. 

 

SECTION REFERENCE NUMBER 

 

This symbol is a reference to a cross sectional drawing of the 

building at the line of the cross section as indicated in the 

plans. Another symbol may be drawn at the other end of the 

sectional line. 

 

The arrow indicates the direction from which the cross section 

is viewed. If a number of cross sections are required this is 

indicated inside the symbol e.g. A.  

 

DETAIL REFERENCE 

 

Where additional detail is required this symbol indicates the 

location of the detail e.g. kitchen and the number tells you 

which drawing you need to use. 

 

Typically detailed references are done for kitchens and 

bathrooms. 

 

WINDOW/ DOOR REFERENCE 

 

A detailed working drawing of the windows can be included as 

part of the plans. Each window and door is numbered so it can 

be correctly identified on the working drawing. 
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HATCHING 

Hatching is used to represent the material being 
sectioned. In many cases hatching is not possible 
because the drawing is too small. It is time 
consuming, even when done using a computer 
program, and should only be used when it assists 
in the understanding of the drawing detail. 

As there is no set standard for hatchings the same 
material can be represented in different ways on 
different plans depending on which program was 
used to create them. When working off any 
drawing it is important that you check the legend 
and any additional documentation to ensure you 
have the correct interpretation. If you are unsure 
you must always consult your supervisor or the 
person who drew the plans. 

 

Material Hatching Material Hatching 

BRICKWORK 

 
 

INSULATION 

 

DOLOMITE 

 

GRASS 

 

CONCRETE 

 

ROCK 

 

GRAVEL 

 

PAVING - HERRINGBONE 

 

FILL 

 

STUD WALLS 
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Material Hatching Material Hatching 

STEEL 

 

TILES 

 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Abbreviations are used to help keep drawings 
clear and easy to read and to simplify notations 
on drawings. There are many abbreviations, so 
not all of them are in the list below. Punctuation 
marks should not be added to abbreviations.  

Some of the more commonly used abbreviations 
are listed below. 
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AO 

AP 

ASD 

AS 

ASB 

ASSD 

BIT 

BIR 

BK 

BM 

BN 

BT 

B 

BWK 

CAN 

CAV 

CB 

CF 

CG 

CJ 

CORR 

CR 

CW 

DG 

DPC 

DSB 

RSJ 

RWT 

SC 

SD 

SHR C 

SP 

SV 

SV 

SVP 

SWD 

Access Opening 

Access Panel 

Aluminium Sliding Door 

Australian Standard 

Asbestos 

Assumed Datum  

Bitumen 

Built in Robe 

Brick 

Benchmark 

Bull Nose 

Boundary Trap 

Bath 

Brick Work 

Canopy 

Cavity 

Concrete Block 

Concrete Floor 

Clear Glass 

Ceiling Joist 

Corrugated 

Cement Render 

Cold Water 

Double Glazing 

Damp Proof Course 

Distribution Switch Board 

Rolled Steel Joist 

Rain Water Tank 

Stop Cock 

Sliding Door 

Shower Cubicle 

Stand Pipe 

Safety Valve 

Stop Valve 

Sewer Vent Pipe 

Storm Water Drain 

DW 

EJ 

FE 

FFL 

FH 

FPBD 

GM 

GPO 

HTR 

HWU 

INSUL 

LVR 

MB 

MSRY 

N 

NGL 

PBD 

PC 

PED 

PG 

P&R 

PREFAB 

QUAD 

REFRIG 

RHS 

RS 

TC 

TEL 

TRZO 

U/G 

UTIL 

VB 

VP 

VT 

WBD 

WM 

Dishwasher 

Expansion Joint 

Fire Extinguisher 

Finished Floor Level 

Fire Hydrant 

Fibrous Plaster Board 

Gas Meter 

General Purpose Outlet 

Heater 

Hot Water Unit 

Insulation 

Louvre 

Meter Box Electrical 

Masonry 

North 

Natural Ground Level 

Plasterboard 

Pre Cast 

Pedestal 

Plate Glass 

Post and Rail 

Prefabrication 

Quadrant Moulding 

Refrigerator 

Rolled Hollow Section 

Roller Shutter 

Terracotta 

Telephone 

Terrazzo 

Underground 

Utility 

Vanity Basin 

Vent Pipe 

Vinyl Tiles 

Wall Board 

Washing Machine 
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TOPIC 3: SPECIFICATIONS 
A specification describes in detail the standards to which the project should conform. It 
is used in conjunction with the working drawings. Specifications are written up by an 
architect, structural engineer, consultant or company employed to complete the project. 
The specifications are finalised after consultation with the client to ensure the structure 
can be completed to the satisfaction of the client. Well prepared specifications will save 
both time and money. 

Australian Standards describe the minimum 
requirements and relevant sizes of all structural 
components. Most companies will meet these 
standards as a part of their commitment to deliver 
a quality product. In addition to providing a record 
of the client’s requested standards, specifications 
are also used for: 

 estimating 

 tendering 

 on site instruction 

 complying with statutory requirements 

 preparing contracts 

 dispute resolution. 

Specifications should: 

 refer to drawings or other relevant documents 

 refer to relevant Australian Standards  

 include quality control procedures if applicable 

 include rules for substitution if applicable 

 detail quality of products such as: 

 types of material 

 composition of material 

 characteristics of material 

 grades of material 

 colour and style of material 

 treatments and finishes 

 include tolerances  

 describe methods of fabrication  

 detail methods of installation. 

Specifications can be divided into internal and 
external specifications. Examples of both are 
provided on the following pages. 
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EXAMPLE OF EXTERNAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
TIE DOWN REQUIREMENTS 

WALL FRAMING 

 

Plates to studs 

Plates up to 38mm thick – 2/ 75mm x 3.05mm 

nails through plate.  

Plates up to 38mm to 50mm thick – 2/ 90mm x 

3.05mm nails through plate or 2/ 75 x 3.05mm 

nails skewed through stud into plate. 

Noggings to studs 2/ 75x 3.05mm nails skewed or through nails. 

Bottom plate to concrete 

slab 

1/ 75mm masonry nail (hand driven at slab edge), 

skewed or bolt at no more than 1200mm centres.  

Bottom plate to joist 

Plates up to 38mm thick 2/ 75mm x 3.05mm nails 

at maximum 600mm centres. Plates 38 – 50mm 

thick – 2/ 90mm x 3.05mm nails at a maximum 

600mm centres. 

 

ROOF FRAMING 

 

Roof trusses to top plate 

1/ 30 x 0.8 G.I. strap over truss with strap end 

fixed to plate and studs with 3/2.8mm diameter 

nails plus 2/ 75 skewed nails. 

Rafters to top plates 

(coupled roofs) 

2/ 75mm skewed nails plus where adjoining a 

ceiling joist of 38mm thick 2/ 75mm nails or 50mm 

thick 2/ 90mm nails fixing joists to rafters. 

Rafter to top plates 

(non coupled roof) 
2/ 75mm skewed nails. 

Ceiling joist to top plate 2/ 75 skewed nails. 

Ceiling joist to rafters 
In coupled roof construction 1/ 75mm hand driven 

nail or 2/ 75 x 3.05 machine driven nails. 
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Collar ties to rafters 
1/ M10 bolt for ties over 4.2m or 3/ 75mm nails 

for ties up to 4.2m long. 

Verandah beams & roof 

beams to posts 

1/ M12 or 2/ M10 bolts (unless otherwise specified 

for tie down). 

 

FLOOR FRAME 

 

Floor joist to bearer 2/ 75 x 3.05 diameter nails each end. 

Bearer to steel post 1/ M10 coach screw or bolt. 

 

EXAMPLE OF INTERNAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR BATHROOM 

 

Unit Item Colour 

Shower Base Star 900mm x 900mm White 

Vanity Basin Caroma Verona Vanity Basin White 

Shower Screen Deluxe Pivot Shower Door Chrome 

Shower Glass Clear Toughened  

Bath Verona 1530mm White 

Toilet Pan Concorde Pan White 

Toilet Cistern Uniset Cistern White 

Tapware Irwell IFS Chrome 

Accessories Bathmate Chrome 

Mirror 600mm x 600mm, bevelled edge  
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INTERNAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR PAINTING 

 

Item Paint Colour 

Painting Finish 1 Solver Maxi Prep Acrylic 

Undercoat Sealer 

2 coats top coat 

 

Walls Solver Maxi Wash Low 

Sheen Acrylic  

Cream Stone 

Walls to wet areas Solver Maxi Wash Semi 

Gloss 

Cream Stone 

Ceilings Solver Maxi Ceiling White Ceiling White 

Cornice Solver Maxi Ceiling White Ceiling White 

Skirting Colour Solver Trims Satin Enamel ½ strength Cream Stone  

Architrave Colour Solver Trims Satin Enamel ½ strength Cream Stone 

Door Colour Solver Trims Satin Enamel ½ strength Cream Stone 
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ASSESSMENT TASKS 
Complete these assessment tasks in your copy of the student answer book.  

EXERCISE 1 

1. You have been given two similar drawings – the title panels are below. Which would 
you use and why? 

 

Title Panel 1 

Design: Riviera Happy 

Home 

Builders 

2 Nut Ave. 

 

GF Living       150.05 Proposed 

residence for: 

Mr & Mrs Smiley 

35 Happy Rd 

Sunniville, QLD 

Scale: 1:100 

UF Living Sheet No: 1 of 8 

Sheet Title: Floor 

Plan 

Garage              37.43 Job No: 

Verandah          16.25 Drawn:     TR 

Amendment: A                       

Date: 27/ 4/10 

 Date: 21/11/08 

Porch                  5.30 Issue no. 2 

Total          219.04m2  

 

Title Panel 2 

Design: Riviera Happy 

Home 

Builders 

2 Nut Ave. 

 

GF Living       150.05 Proposed 

residence for: 

Mr & Mrs Smiley 

35 Happy Rd 

Sunniville, QLD 

Scale: 1:100 

UF Living Sheet No: 1 of 8 

Sheet Title: Floor 

Plan 

Garage              37.43 Job No: 

Verandah          16.25 Drawn:     TR 

Amendment:                         

Date 

 Date: 21/11/08 

Porch                  5.30 Issue no. 1 

Total          219.04m2  

 

      

 

2. List 3 points of specific information you would expect to get from a location plan. 
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3. For a construction project that you are familiar with, give an example of a quality 
standard for each of the following sources: 

 Australian Standards/ Building Codes 

 Manufacturer’s Specifications 

 The construction company 

 The client’s requirements 

 

      

 

4. Give an example of a project that will require an environmental plan and give three 
examples of controls that could be put in place. 

 

      

 

5. From the example of the external specification given in the notes how many nails 
and what length are specified for noggins to studs? 
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6. From the example of the internal specification for painting a bathroom given in the 
notes, what paint is used and how many coats are required? 

 

      

EXERCISE 2 

Complete all of the questions of exercise 2 using the Nova Contemporary house plans, 
drawings and specifications provided in the notes (excluding the appendices). 

 

1. Using the site/block plan state: 

 What is the lot number and street name?  

 What are the dimensions of the block?  

 The distance from the house to the road boundary? 

 Where the Datum/ reference point is located?  

 In which direction does the front of the house face?  

 On which side will the driveway be located and will you be able to access the 
backyard once construction starts?  

 What other ancillary work could have been included on this plan to meet the 
client’s requirements? 
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2. Using the contours on the site/ block plan describe the layout and fall of the block. 

 

      

 

3. Discuss the environmental controls that you will use to reduce water runoff on this 
block. 

 

      

 

4. From the floor plan answer the following questions: 

 What is the overall length and width of the building?  

 What type of door is used between the Family Room and the Verandah?  

 How many bedrooms are there?  

 How big is the walk in robe?  

 How does the main bathroom differ to the ensuite bathroom?  

 What are the sizes of the internal and external hinged doors? 
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5. From the elevations answer the following questions: 

 What different materials are used in the external cladding and roof of the 
house?  

 What is the ceiling height throughout the house? 

 

      

 

6. Using the roof detail, answer the following questions: 

 What type of roof covering is shown?  

 What are the walls built from?  

 How much eave overhang is there?  

 What type of eaves lining material is used?  

 Is the roof construction a conventional roof or a trussed roof?  

 What parts of the frame construction are to be insulated? 
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7. Using the floor plan complete the table below. 

 

Item Symbol Item Symbol 
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8. From the electrical plan note the abbreviations that have been used and use the 
legend to complete the table below: 

 

Abbreviation Used Abbreviation Meaning 

 

      

 

      

 

      

 

      

 

      

 



Certificate I in Construction 
CPCCCM2001A Read and Interpret Plans and Specifications 

 

Copyright CITB © 39 

 

EXERCISE 3 

Note: Answer the following questions using the plans provided in Appendix A. 

 

1. The plan shows two house blocks with two proposed dwellings. Using the site/ block 
plan and only of lot 601 state:  

 The approximate dimensions of the house block.  

 The set back of the house.  

 The surveying work that has been done to assist with establishing a datum 
point.  

 In which direction does the front of the house face?  

 The services are already established in the street prior to construction.  

 On the Eastern boundary, the type of existing fence and what the new fence will 
be constructed from.  

 On which side will the driveway be located and will you be able to access the 
backyard once construction starts? 
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2.  From the floor plan answer the following questions: 

 What is the overall length of the building? 

 What type of door is used between the meals area and the passage to the 
bathroom?  

 How many bedrooms are there?  

 What are the dimensions of the laundry?  

 What sanitary ware is in the bathroom?  

 How many internal and external doors are there?  

 How many windows are there on the front of the house?  

 Which rooms have built in storage cupboards or wardrobe provisions? 
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3. From the elevations answer the following questions: 

 What is the pitch of the roof and what material is the roof made from?  

 What is the ceiling height throughout the house?  

 On elevation four, 3 white rectangles are shown on the wall, using the 
abbreviations what do they signify? 

 

      

 

4. Using the sectional detail WD09, answer the following questions:  

 What type and R value insulation is used in: 

 the external walls  

 the ceiling  

 What are the internal and external walls built from? 

 What material is used to line the eaves?  

 What type of ceiling material is used?  

 What material is used for the fascia? 
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5. Using the plans complete the table below. 

 

Hatching Symbol Used Hatching Meaning 
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8. From the electrical plan draw the symbols to complete the table below: 

 

Symbol Name Symbol Used 

Meter Box  

(wall mounted) 

      

Ceiling mounted exhaust fan  

(non ducted) 

      

Clipsal F2000 Prestige range Two-way light 

switch 

      

Clipsal F2000 Prestige range double GPO 

300m above floor level 

      

Gas point to suit stove 
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APPENDIX A: HOUSE PLANS 
The following is a selection of drawings and plans from a complete set of house plans for a 
simple, single storey dwelling. For printing purposes the title panel and some other 
information is not shown. 
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APPENDIX B: EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 
The following table contains a summary of the key employability skills covered by this 
workbook. 

 

Employability Skills Industry/enterprise requirements for this 
qualification include 

Communication  Communicates with clients, colleagues and others using 
effective and appropriate communication techniques, including: 

 Questioning to identify and confirm requirements 

 Understands, interprets and applies information as required 
from relevant: 

 Environmental and OHS requirements 

 Codes and standards 

 Plans and drawings 

 Specifications 

 Safety signs and symbols 

 Organisational policies and procedures 

 Designs 

 Understands relevant definitions, terminology, symbols, 
abbreviations and language 

 Records relevant information using standard workplace 
documentation 

 Applies measurements and calculations using appropriate 
equipment, formulas and records as required 

Initiative and enterprise  Identifies opportunities to improve resource efficiency and 
makes suggestions as appropriate 

 Responds to change and workplace challenges 

 Puts ideas into action 

Planning and organising  Identifies hazards and implements appropriate hazard control 
measures 

 Selects and uses appropriate materials, tools and equipment 

 Identifies requirements, applies relevant resources and 
sequences tasks using time management techniques 

Self management  Completes daily work activities 

 Identifies own roles and responsibilities 

 Manages own performance to meet workplace standards 

Learning  Identifies own learning needs and seeks skill development as 
required 

 Is open to learning new ideas and techniques 

Technology  Uses calculators 

 Uses computers and relevant software 
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APPENDIX C: SUGGESTED RESOURCES 

REFERENCE LIST 
 

Australian Building Code AS 1684.2-2006 

 

Nova Contemporary House Plans, Rivergum Homes. 2008 

Used with permission. 

 

Liverpool City Council, Development - Construction specifications 

http://www.liverpool.nsw.gov.au/constructionanddesignspecifications.htm. Viewed 27 April 
2010.Suggested Resources 

 

SUGGESTED RESOURCES 
 

England Design Company. http://www.englandhouseplans.com/Howtoreadblueprints.htm. 
Viewed 27 April 2010. 


